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ociety has created

many boundaries

that separate us

as people, such as

religion, political
beliefs, and social ideolo-
gies. However, there is one
universal belief that binds
us all at the very core of our
being — the inherent need
to protect our children.
Shielding children from harm is an in-
herent duty that exists in all of us; hu-
man nature dictates that we must protect
those who do not have the ability to pro-
tect themselves.

As Ilook back on my first year as a fam-
ily law associate, I realize in retrospect
that my understanding of family law was
quite narrow. The bread-and-butter of
most family law firms is divorces, child
support, and child custody cases; I went
through this past year believing that
those would be the majority of cases I
would be working on. When my firm re-
ceived its first adoption case based on a
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CPS investigation however, I knew it was
time for me to get properly acquainted
with child protective laws and how those
intersect with the practice of family law.

Child Abuse and Neglect Cases was writ-
ten by Travis Cushman, an attorney who
has represented over 200 abused and
neglected children in Montana courts.
Cushman has also served as a Special
Prosecutor against accused parents, and
has also served in Federal District Court
as attorney ad litem representing child
victim witnesses.

Child Abuse and Neglect Cases, in short,
is a comprehensive guide for anyone -
law practitioners or laymen — who is in-
terested in learning how the child protec-
tion system works. It is divided into 19
(1) brief, distinct sections including but
not limited to: “Danger Assessment — To
Remove or Not to Remove,” “Show Cause
Hearing,” “Guardianship
Hearing,” and “Termina-
tion of Parental Rights.”
The sections narrate how
a child protective case is
litigated — beginning from
when an initial CPS report
is made, and ending with
a discussion as to how to
appeal a CPS court’s final
judgment.

One of the great parts
about this book is that it is
truly a comprehensive read. Each section
is broken down to smaller segments, in
which the author encapsulates each sec-
tion’s issue (e.g., Is this a vulnerable child
and can the child’s parent’s or caregivers
function with the minimum ability required
to safely raise the child?), the parties and
duties involved with the particular is-
sue, as well as a list of help aids and ad-
ditional readings regarding the same.
Moreover, each section ends with a list
of Questions to Answer that engages the
reader to practically apply the law to a
series of hypothetical anecdotes present-
ed by the author.

One caveat however, is that the author
is an attorney who practices almost ex-
clusively in Montana. Although there are
several cites to federal law in this book,
there are as many references to Montana
law as well. This of course does not take
away from the book’s invaluable guid-
ance on understanding the child protec-
tive system. Rather, it is a gentle warning
that one should supplement their study
of this book with Texas case and statu-
tory law, the proposed and adopted rules
of the Texas Department of Family and
Protective Services, as well as literature
from CPS agencies (such as Texas CASA)
for a holistic overview of practicing CPS
law specifically in the State of Texas.

This was an easy read and an incred-
ible educational tool for someone like me
who is new to CPS and family law, but
would also be a valuable resource for lon-
ger-practicing attorneys who may need a
refresher in this area. Z=~

Amietie Akpan is a first-year associate at
Sinoski & Associates, PLLC, a family law
firm with offices in Spring, Texas and the
Galleria.
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on Liebman’s Big Law is the
(hopefully) tall tale of a newly
minted Big Law partner who
gets caught up in a web of

fraud, blackmail, and compet-
ing egos. The novel’s protagonist, Carney
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